
Festival of India (FOI) @ Belk & Booth Playhouse Performance Guidelines 
📆 Festival Date: Saturday & Sunday, September 19th & 20th, 2026 - Participants and 
Choreographers should plan on being present for the duration of the Festival. 

To participate in the FOI, you are required to follow the below guidelines: 

📅 Registration for Performances OPENS: Monday, June 1, 2026 @ 8:00 PM  

📅 Registration for Performances CLOSES: Monday, July 20, 2026 @ 8:00 PM  

🎯 The following items are due no later than: Friday, July 31, 2026 @ 8:00 PM 

●​ MANDATORY Submission: YouTube auditions, costume pictures and music file.  

🗓️ Committee Approval/Selection Date: Friday, August 7, 2026 

🎂 Minimum Age of Participants (on or before August 15, 2026):  
●​ BOOTH: 10 years or older    
●​ BELK: 12 years or older 

 
○​ NO EXCEPTIONS will be permitted and the Committee can request a 

Birth Certificate to resolve any issues. 
 

🥻Costumes:  
●​ All costumes must be appropriate to the type of dance being performed, and 

demonstrative of the rich cultural Heritage of India. In general, costumes 
should be modest and conservative. Skirts must be at least knee length worn 
with leggings.  

●​ Costumes are subject to final approval by the committee. 
 

#️⃣Minimum 8 participants per performance - NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 

BELK (minimum age 12 years old) 
Age Category: 12 – 16; 15-18; 18 + 
Minimum Dancers: 8 
Maximum Dancers: 20 
Maximum 1 entry per performer - NO 
EXCEPTIONS!  

BOOTH (minimum age 10 years old) 
Age Category: 10 – 14; 14-18; 18 + 
Minimum Dancers: 8 
Maximum Dancers: 12 
Maximum 1 entry per performer - NO 
EXCEPTIONS!  

 
 
📢NOTE: some of the older groups will also be placed in Booth, if you have a preference 
which group should be in Booth, please let us know.  
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Festival of India (FOI) @ Belk & Booth Playhouse Performance Guidelines 
 

●​ To allow for all choreographers to have the opportunity to have participation of 
their dancers: 

 
○​ Maximum of 3 performances/age category/choreographer will be considered 

in the final selection depending on the number of entries 
○​ Consideration for additional groups will be based on final dances submitted 

to accommodate the final schedule 
 

●  ​ Upon request and per Committee decision, live auditions may be required. 
 
●  ​ All performances must ALSO be unique and must enhance the depiction and 
propagation of Indian culture. 
 
●  ​ FOI has full discretion on approving the kind of performances on stage. 
 
 
Contact:  
 
For any questions, queries or communications, please contact us at 
foiperformance@gmail.com. 
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Festival of India (FOI) @ Belk & Booth Playhouse Performance Guidelines 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How can I look at what information is needed for the online Registration form? 

●​ Please click here to view the Dance Registration form, that will need to be completed 
during the registration process. Everything should be filled out completely by Monday, July 
20th, 2026  including music file, costume photo, and the YouTube audition link. No 
exceptions! 

What happens after I complete the Registration form and submit it? 

●​ You will receive a confirmation email shortly after your registration is complete with  your 
Performance ID. Share this ID with your performers/participants. Please be sure to share 
the correct ID and Item Name with participants. 

●​ Please ask your dancers (or parents) to forward you their dance registration email, so that 
you can make sure all participants are registered, this will ensure that names are not missed 
in the final schedule. We will not be able to accommodate any additional dancers/name 
changes once our schedules are finalized.  

●​ Upload your music file in .mp3 format, stage entry plan, participant names, costume photo, 
YouTube audition link by Friday, July 31, 2026 by 8:00 PM. 

 
Can anyone be a choreographer or do I have to be a teacher to register for a dance? 

●​ To support our FOI mission, we encourage talented people to be choreographers, so they 
can artistically showcase our rich Indian Heritage. You have to be at least 21 years old, be 
able to register online and fill all required forms. The choreographer also has to be 
responsible for submitting the audition tape and music file, along with keeping track of 
his/her participants for their individual dance. Please understand that the committee will 
only engage with the choreographer for all communications for that dance. 

What are the requirements for auditions? 

●​ YouTube auditions are mandatory and have to be submitted by Friday, July 31, 2026 by 8:00 
PM. It must be a minimum of 60 seconds with at least 60% of the performers present.  All 
auditions will be conducted by YouTube only, unless otherwise informed by the FOI 
Performance Committee. 

 
What are the requirements for costumes? 

●​ All costumes must be appropriate to the type of dance being performed, and demonstrative 
of the rich cultural heritage of India. The committee requires a photo of the costume to be 
uploaded onto your item registration. In general, costumes should be modest and 
conservative. Skirts must be at least knee length worn with leggings. 

What is the maximum duration for each item (will be strictly enforced to the second)? 
 

●​ Pure Classical - 4:30 minutes or under 
●​ All other Dance Forms - 3:30 minutes or under 
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https://indiafestival2.iacofcarolinas.org/dance-registration/

